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So grateful for this beautiful, warm, calm weather
we are having lately…
(A Message from National)
“After a year of no face-to-face meetings that has hit this organization like many other businesses and
not-for-profit organizations hard we are now seeing the provinces slowly opening their doors and relaxing
some of the restrictions. We now feel that we can authorize face-to-face operations subject firstly to
provincial and municipal rules and secondly to the meeting protocol ‘rules’”.
This is good news for our local squadron because it means we can start to get back to normal especially
when it comes time for training. If all goes well, we look forward to holding a boating 2/3 course in October
this year.
Secondly, we can also look forward to social gatherings again. We are not sure what this looks like but
we will keep you posted later in the summer.
Please spread the word when you see some dates on our website.
Have a great summer!
RRPS bridge members
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SHORE POWER CORDS AND
RECEPTACLES
I have been receiving more and more requests from customers to have
their shore power inlet receptacles and cords updated. Some insurance
companies have been offering discounts to customers to have this work
done and I’ve been hearing of some that are now demanding that it be done.
So what is their reasoning for this? There have been a number of boat fires
caused by overheated shore power connections. Those of you who moor
your boat year round typically leave the boat plugged into shore power with
electric heaters running in the winter to prevent the water systems from
freezing as well as keeping mold and mildew at bay. A typical heater draws
around 12 amps. If you are running 2 heaters, that’s about 24 amps. There
are also draws such as battery chargers. So with 2 heaters and the other
power demands you are getting close to the limits of your 30 amp shore
power system. Those limits were set when everything was new and in perfect
condition.
After a few years of the cord being plugged in repeatedly and exposure to
moisture and salt air, they start to deteriorate. The connection terminals get
corroded and don’t have as good of a connection as they used to causing
electrical resistance. Resistance causes heat and heat causes increasing
resistance. It’s a cascading issue that results in a burnt shore power plug or
worse a fire.
This is a receptacle and plug that failed. Thankfully there was no fire but it
came close.

A few years ago a company called SmartPlug redesigned 30 and 50 amp
shore power inlets and plugs. They come in different configurations but most
commonly this is what I have been installing.
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It comes as a kit with a new receptacle that fits in the original hole with no drilling or modification required.
The old plug is cut off of the cord and the new one is attached.

The SmartPlug boasts of 20 times the contact area of the connections and has a built in safety thermostat
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FISHING, HUNTING, OUTDOORS
Roger Kirk, Murray Whelan
Owners

870 Cliffe Avenue, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 2J7
880 Island Highway, Campbell River, B.C. Canada V9W 2C3

Phone: (250) 287-2641

Fax: (250) 287-7701

www.tyeemarine.ca

Ideal Tackle - See us on Facebook
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Ripple Rock Squadron

We have a great selection of marine parts on hand including for trailers (brakes drum and disc style, lighting,
wiring), quality NAPA marine batteries (all sizes, regular and AGM, starting and deep cycle). We also have
Box
481 and clamps (hydraulic, power steering, engine oil,
plenty of stainless steel fasteners and fittings and
hoses
River,
BC V9W
5C1
pressure washer, exhaust, fuel fill etc.)Campbell
for all your
boating
needs.
Thanks for the opportunity.
Phone: 1-250-923-6587
See CRES for NAPA Know How!!
www.ripplerocksquadron.com

& INDUSTRIAL
SUPPLIES

Murray Stoudt
Owner

CRES LTD

1033 Ironwood Street
Campbell River, BC V9W 5L6
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COLLISION REGS QUIZ

You are out for an afternoon cruise from Discovery Harbour.
You have crossed over to the Quadra Island shore, and
ahead of you there is a 30’ boat that appears to be drifting just
offshore. The boat has this flag flying from its mast (the light
blue is sky behind). What
are you looking at?
DATE:
EVENT:

CONTACT:

Nov 7

Bridge Meeting

Any Bridge Member

Nov 6, 13, 20, 27

Boating Level 2 & 3 Course - 6:30 pm - 9:30 pm

Any Bridge Member

Dec 4, 11, 18

Boating Level 2 & 3 Course - 6:30 pm - 9:30 pm

Any Bridge Member

Dec 5

Bridge Meeting

Any Bridge Member

Looking Ahead for Fall 2019

Dec
15 Pacific Marine
Christmas
Brunch
- Anchor Inn marine
from 12:00
Bridge Member
Ocean
is the most
comprehensive
store- 3:00
and pm
boatyard Any
on Northern
Vancouver
Island.
by a Boating
110 ton Level
Marine
Travelift,
boatyard
projects
local recreational
Jan
8, 15Serviced
22
2&
3 Course
- 6:30 pm
- 9:30vary
pm in scope from
Any Bridge
Member &
commercial vessels to Department of National Defense & Canadian Government vessels including Coast
Guard & RCMP.

Bridge
Meeting
Ocean Pacific
Marine prides Minutes
itself on its highly trained and dynamic team including experienced Sales

Associates, Marine Mechanical Technicians, Electricians, Fiberglass Technicians as well as Certified
Welders & Painters.

Every month the Bridge gets together to discuss upcoming classes and events that we feel are important to the
Familycommunity
owned andinoperated
since
1985;
Marine
consistently
capabilities
to
boating
Campbell
River.
WeOcean
will bePacific
posting
these is
minutes
on ourexpanding
website soitsthat
our members
the finest
to the
canprovide
stay informed
onservice
decisions
thatBC
arecoast.
made and any topics that they would like to have input on.

oceanpacificmarine.com
250-286-1011
located behind Superstore

Lee Andrew
Tel
250-286-3889
Cell 250-202-2628 • Fax 250-286-3802
Email encompass@shaw.ca
Box 220, Station A , Campbell River, BC V9W 5B1
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Answer to Collision Regs Quiz from previous page:

Distance
at Sea
- Continued
This signal (code
flag Alpha)
is allowed under the Collision Regulations for smaller vessels engaged in
diving operations. Under these regulations, the vessel is considered to be restricted in manoeuvrability, so
Even within sight of shore, navigating using pre-electronic methods was not particularly accurate. The traditional methfor all practical purposes other vessels must keep clear.
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the but
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regs by going to the On The Water page of the website www. Scintillation or Refraction issues. Another problem shows up when you zoom in enough to expand the size of your vessel icon on the screen. The problem is that the
ripplerocksquadron.com to check our basic introduction to
GPS is showing you the exact positon of its antenna. If your antenna is at the bow or stern, it will offset the plotter icon
Collision
Regulations.
(which
assumes
the antenna is at the centre point of the icon, unless you have adjusted the offset). Even then, if you
don’t have a heading sensor, the icon, and therefore the offset may not be pointing in the correct direction (more info?
Boating course.)
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The
take away for using GPS is that while it can be displaying a position with an incredible amount of accuracy, it may
not be the correct position. An error of 5-10 meters is not an issue in the middle of Discovery Passage, but if you set a
GPS waypoint to pass Sky Pilot rock close enough to wave at the starfish, you might get a nasty surprise.

Boating Quiz Answer

Campbell River is a beautiful area to go boating, but it comes with some challenges, mainly strong currents in the narrow
passages. If you want to know more, consider taking our Boating 2&3 course, where we provide some local knowledge
along with how to read a chart and compass and lots of other things to keep you safer on the water. Google Ripple Rock
This is a symbol for “Overfalls, Tide rips, Races” as identified by
Squadron for more info.

Chart 1 (an index of all Canadian Chart Symbols – free PDF download on our website, in the links page). This symbol is seen a lot in
the Campbell River area, Seymour Narrows, Cape Mudge, Dents,
etc.
On some charts it is shown using the older symbol
which is being phased out.
Bonus question.

Most people will recognize the dot to the
right of the Overfall mark, with a redish
(magenta actually) exclamation mark above
it. According to the Canadian Coast Guard’s
brochure “The Canadian Aids to Navigation
System” it is a “minor lighted aid”. Some
people refer to these structures as lighthouses,
but that should be reserved for places like
Cape Mudge. A common term for it is simply “beacon”,
with the unlit version referred toRipples from the Rock
July
2021
as a daymark or daybeacon. (Their chart symbol is a graphic of their topmark – port, star-
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“Black Water” (Marine Sewage) by Capt. Geoff
A question about the current status of “pumping out” had me looking through the regulations to see what may have
changed over the past few years.
Sewage in the ocean is never a good thing, but is a much bigger problem in areas where there is low currents,
resulting in limited circulation of the water. Desolation Sound falls into this category, particularly many of the
anchorages.
Back in 2006 the rules changed to stop boats pumping their sewage directly overboard wherever they wanted.
There was a transition period up to 2012, and the rules do not seem to have changed since, although they are now
lumped in with other pollution in the “Vessel Pollution and Dangerous Chemicals Regulations”. They can be found
here: https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2012-69/index.html
The basic rule for B.C. tidal waters is that boats cannot discharge sewage within three miles of shore [96(1)(e)(ii)].
Discharges three miles or further from shore must be done “while the vessel is en route at the fastest feasible
speed”.
In our area, there can be no discharge in “designated sewage areas” (with one exception noted below). This includes
Carrington Bay, Cortes Bay, Prideaux Haven, Roscoe Bay, Squirrel Cove, Manson’s Landing and Gorge Harbour.
Generally, these areas are within three miles of shore, but might come into play under the exemptions noted below.
See Schedule 2 of the above regulations for additional location details.
Outside of designated sewage areas, there is an exemption if the waters are less than 6 miles from shore to shore
[96(1)(e)(iii)]. Discharge must be done at vessel’s fastest feasible speed during an ebb tide in the deepest and/
or into fastest moving waters, farthest from shore (I’m paraphrasing here, see extract from regulations below for
full details) . But this option is only allowed if there is no reception facility that can receive the sewage. There is no
specific maximum distance from a “reception facility” in the regulations, but as there is a pump out facility in Lund,
authorities may not accept boaters using the “6 miles from shore to shore” option when in some parts of Desolation
Sound.
There is also an exemption if the sewage is “comminuted and disinfected using a marine sanitation device” ([86(2)]).
This is generally not an option for smaller pleasure craft, but it allows pump out when only one mile from shore in our
area, as long as the vessel is not in a designated sewage area. [96(1)(e)(i)]. In a designated sewage area, effluent
from a marine sanitation device must have a fecal coliform count that is equal to or less than 14/100 mL [96(1)(b)].
According to Transport Canada, the penalties for not complying are fines of up to $1 million or up to 18 months
imprisonment, or both. http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Educational%20Materials/EH/FPS/Fish/
SEWAGEDISCHARGE_ENG.pdf
To keep our waters pristine, please use the pump out facilities in ports around our area. Campbell River has two
options. At Fisherman’s wharf https://www.fishermanswharfcampbellriver.com/ and Discovery Hbr., which has a
pump out boat that can come to your berth. https://www.discoveryharbourmarina.com/facilities. Pump outs are also
available in Lund (https://lundharbourbc.wordpress.com/), Powell River (https://powellriver.ca/pages/harbours-andmooring) and Comox (http://comoxharbour.com/).
If you are wondering about larger vessels; ships of more than 400 tons and more than 15 persons, must be 12 miles
from shore to discharge sewage [96(1)(c)] unless using a marine sanitation device, in which case it can be 3 miles
from shore.
The above article is based on my reading of the regulations as of Spring 2021. It has no legal standing. If you
have questions or need clarification, please consult the regulations or Transport Canada’s Office of Boating Safety
(Pleasure Craft) or Transport Canada Marine transportation (Commercial).
Calm Seas.
Extracts from “Vessel Pollution and Dangerous Chemicals Regulations” 2012, related to the 6 nautical mile option:
96 (1) For the purposes of section 95, sewage may be discharged if
…
July 2021
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• (e) in the case of a vessel that is in Section I waters or Section II waters but not in the inland waters of
Boating
Answer
CanadaQuiz
or a designated
sewage area, and that is of less than 400 gross tonnage and is not certified to
carry more than 15 persons,
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The light “characteristic” is identified by the “QR” shown to the
right. This identifies it as showing a Quick Red flashing light at
night. In an area where there are several beacons with the same colour light, each will have a different light characteristic so you can
tell them apart.
The spikey umbrella thing over the exclamation mark means that
the beacon has a radar reflector (which is inside the base).
Chelsea Miller

Owner/Operator

1451 Dogwood St.
Campbell River, BC
V9W 3A5
www.riverink.ca
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Spot the inconsistencies:
The wind came out of the south east, it was blowing around 15 kn’s gusting 18. All was good; the weather
report said that overnight the wind would drop to 5 Mph.
We were at anchor in a small bay off Saturna Island. We arrived just before sunset with the wind howling at
20 kn’s, we took a mooring ball as we were unsure of our anchor especially with an on shore blow.
Night was about to be on us; the night was always dark black like a shroud over the sky. Occasionally we
could spot some stars they would peep out from behind the clouds.
It was such a clear night that we could see the outline of fellow boater anchored close by. The stars lit a path
to their anchor. We were going to set up the bbq but the rain threatened so we were unsure. After dinner of
bbq’d ribs and prawns, we settled back to a beautifully warm evening and drank a glass of good red wine.
Perfect evening, as the rain fell, I laughed as the raindrops fell into my glass diluting what was an ordinary
Chardonay, maybe it would taste better now.
As the weatherman had predicted as the evening grew into night the wind picked up blowing stronger with
each hour that went by, it must be blowing 30 kms/hr now. Luckily there was no rain as this would have been
very uncomfortable at anchor, especially stern tied to shore.
The wind dropped as morning showed her face through the cockpit windows. It was bright and sunny day
and with such light wind at a knot or two I could see a great sail day coming, we would have the boat healed
over gunwales in the water.
I left the comfort of the cabin and hoisted the mainsail pulling hard on the main sheet as the sail rose up the
mast I lifted the anchor and left the bay. Today would be a good day.
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MarshallTravel The Travel Place
Commander

Altech
Diesel Ltd
Brian
Cruise

Periscope Promotions
Past Commander

Beaver Aquatics
OPEN

ExecutivePlastics
Officer Plus Fabricating

Bill Howich
Tony
Robson RV & Marine
BoatlandMacLean
Paulette
Cloverdale Paints

Redden Net Ltd.
Training Officer

TreasurerR.H. Printing Ltd.

River Sportsman Ltd.

250-830-4372
OPEN
250-923-6175
250-923-6175

Jacqueline Rice

Secretary

Ken Johnstone

Membership / Privacy Officer

250-203-3997

Geoff Sanders

Web Director/ATC/ROC(M) DSC

250-287-2133

Lee Andrew

Chief Instructor

250-850-0979

Anne Bosshart

Historian

250-923-6304

OPEN

Ripples Editor

OPEN

Brian Cruise

Waypoint Insurance

Social Director

250-830-4372

OPEN
J.B. Radiators

OPEN
Lordco Parts Ltd.

Public Relations
White’s Diesel Power & Marine
Environment

Daigle Welding & Marine Ltd.
Discovery Marine Centre

Sinnott & Co. Law Corp.

Discovery Harbour Fuel Sales
Encompass Marine Ltd.

Island Inkjet
Ideal Tackle

Salmon Point Resort
St. John Ambulance

TEC Marine Surveying

Topstitch Upholstery

250 923-0229

Tyee Chevrolet Oldsmobile Ltd

Tyee Marine & Fishing Supplies

OPEN
Lube-X Fast Oil Change CentreMAREP

OPEN
OPEN
OPEN

Madman McKay’s

Ripple Rock Squadron
Box 481
Campbell River, BC V9W 5C1
Phone: 250-204-2192
www.ripplerocksquadron.com

We welcome members to attend all Bridge Meetings
Call ahead (250-204-2192) if you have a topic to add to the agenda.

Change of Information
Name: ___________________________________Membership # ____________________________
Address: _______________________________ City __________________ Province __________
Postal Code ___________ Phone # _____________________Email Address ___________________
Boat Name: _____________________________ Boat Size: _________ Power or Sail (Circle)
Mail to: Membership Officer, Ripple Rock Squadron, Box 481, Campbell River, BC. V9W 5C1
July 2021

Ripples from the Rock
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